
Je ulde to Battle for Dream of Zi
THE FLAG OF ZIONISM Hundred and Fifty Here Join in Effort to Realize at Last the

Vision of Twenty Centuries of Exile.Records of Many
lions Show People Has Never Lost Its Power to Fight

THE MAN WHO SAW THE VISION
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The flag is blue and white, and is based on the shield of David

HUNDRED and fifty young Jeivs left New York Thurs¬
day to fight for the freeing of the Holy Land. They ivill join other

hundreds enlisted in Britain, who are already on their way to Pales-
tine, and who will form a regiment in the British army, but fighting
under their own flag. Thus for the first time in all the history of the
Crusades the soils of the people who claim Judea as their fatherland
will share in the efforts to free it from Turkish rule.

A

By Leon Lansberg
AJUDEAX battalion, to recon-

quer the Promised Land for
the reëstablishment of Israel!

Such was the thrilling announcement

which invested last week's Purim festi-
val with unwonted joy, and which will
give to the coming Passover celebra¬
tion a significance which it has not had
for many centuries. Years ago, when
Herzl and Zangwill and others raised
the standard of Zionism, the world
thougflt of them as visionaries, and
even many Jews discountenanced their
plans as impracticable and doomed to

disappointment. To-day the faith of
the British government is pledged to
the fulfilment of that plan; British
arms have taken Jerusalem and practi¬
cally all of Judea from the Turks, and
at this very moment hundreds of young
Jews, enlisted in a Judean Battalion
and other organizations of the British
army, are on their way to Palestine to
aid in the complete reconquest of that
land in preparation for the establish¬
ment of an independent Jewish com¬

monwealth.
It may be imagined, then, with what

new inspiration this year Jews through¬
out the world have celebrated the Sab¬
bath of the Song, with the victorious
paean, "I will sing unto the Lord.:for
He hath triumphed gloriously; the
horse and his rider hath He thrown
into the sea."

Last week Purim, the Feast of Lots,
v,a3 celebrated, in memory of the de¬
liverance of Israel from the murderous
designs of llaman. A few weeks
hence, on the fifteenth day of the
month Xisan in the year 5678, the
Passover will be commemorated; when,
at Seder, the father of the house will
lift up the dish of unleavened bread
and say:

"This is the bread of affliction,
which our fathers did eat in the
Land of Egypt. Let all who are

hungry enter and eat thereof; and
sll who are needy, come and cele¬
brate the Passover. This year we

celebrate* it here, but in the year
to come we hope to celebrate it in
the Land of Israel. This year we

are as slaves, being accounted aliens,
but next year wei shall be children
of freedom in the Land of Israel."

Fulfilment of the
Hope Is Nearer
For thousands of year.,..that solemn

commemoration has been observed and
Htich words have been spoken, but
not until now has it been possible to
utter confidently the hope for the res¬

toration of Israel in the immediately
coming year.
How was it brought about? We need

not rehearse the story of the Zionist
movement, that lineal heir of that ear¬

lier inspiration which caused Zerubba-
bel and his fellow exiles returning
from Babylon to rebuild the Temple,
and which in a later day of glory gave
the Maccabees victory over Antiochus
Kpiphanes. Through all the ages
since the first Captivity the dream of
restoration has been cherished, and

I through thirty centurie;« succeeding
generations of loyal Jews have bee;n
repeating with unwavering courage
the Pialmict'm pledge;:

"If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let
my right hand forget her cunning. If
I do not remember thee, let my tongue-
cleave to the roof of my mouth; if 1
prefer not JeruHalern above my chief
J»y."
Bar Cochba, nearly eighteen centu¬

rie« ago, endeavored to lead Israel
back to Jude;a, but. failed. Failed also
Mose» of Crete, three centuries later;
and the Syrian Serene in the eighth
century of our era, and a few years
later also Abu-is* Obadish in Persia.
Then Ml the darkness ot the Middle-
Ages opon Inrael, oppressed In Euro¬
pean ghetto*», amid »ill which the na¬
tional aspiration fa.led not nor fal¬
tered. The national spirit remained
unbroken and unchanged. Troc, it was
no longer militant. The unhappy
us of the Jems forbade that. Nor was
it possible then for then to win the
»ymputhy ot the lands In which they
tfirclt «» exiles.

In later years the Greeks could con¬
fidently appeal to France and Britain
for aid. But even when Godfrey led
his victorious crusade, and when
C.ur de Lion and St. Louis and others
followed, in efforts to redeem the Holy
Land from Moslem rule, there was no

thought of Jewish restoration. An ap-
peal of Israel to the Crusaders would
have been answered with derision and
with renewed oppression. Yet we have
only to read such works as Jehuda
Halevi'a "Zionide" to realize the vital¬
ity and the fervency of the Jewish
passion for the land of their fathers.
From time to time in later centuries

FIRST AMERICAN RECRUIT

Joseph L. Ce>hen, organizer of re¬

cruiting work, a graduate of Cam-
brielge University and former
fellow of Columbia

various leaders arose: David Rubeni
and his disciple, Solomon Molcho, in
the early sixteenth century, who roused
much enthusiasm in Italy, Spain and
Turkey; Manasseh ben Israel, in the
seventeenth ce.itury, who sought to
gather all Jews in England in prepa¬
ration for their return to Palestine.
an interesting antetype of the part
which England is to-day fulfilling as
tho patron and protector of the Jews
in their actual return, and, a little
later, Sabbatai Zevi, at Smyrna, who
roused for a time a Messianic frenzy
throughout Europe, from England to
Thrace. It was an interesting circum¬
stance that during this period there
was much cooperation between the
Zionist Jew and the Millenarian
Christians.
A century later, in the last eiuarter

of the eighteenth century, the Zionist
movement seemed to be dead. The
growth of religious toleration, the
prospect of Jewish emancipation in
England and elsewhere though it did
not actually come until much later
and above all the influence of such
men as Lessing, Ilohrn and Moses Men¬
delssohn led Jews very generally to
seek to become citizens of the lands
wherein they dwelt and to abandon all
thoughts <;f rehabilitating the Jewish
kingdom. At last, in lKOf>, n Sanhédrin,
convened by Napoleon, largely at his
dictation, substantially repudiated the
Zionist tradition.

Yet, paradoxically enough, that very
reaction against .Jewish nationalism
».van what gave that movement an irre-
sistible impulse for revivification and
ultimate triumph. For the Mendels-
sohnian movement promoted Jewish
historical studies and culture, and that.
led to tho redevelopment of Zionism on

i, immensely stronger basis than be¬
fore, 'n« basis not merely of tradition
... sentiment and spiritual fervor, but
»;..-. o; i., toricaj and scientific knowl¬
edge and intelectual conviction, So In
the nineteenth century 'he. campaign
for Jewiaij restoration was renewed far

more formidably than ever. It in¬
volved preparation for that great con¬

summation by means of improving in
every possible, way the general condi¬
tion of the Jews, intellectually and
economically.

Many Christians
Aided the Dream

In this work the Rothschilds, Sir
Moses Montetiore and other eminent
Jews took a leading part. Christians
looking for the Second Advent, also, as
of old, gave their aid. Among those
who practically sought the acquisition
of Palestine by purchase or otherwise
for a new Jewish state were Walter
Cresson and James Finn, respectively
the American and the Pritish consul at
Jerusalem: Laurence Oliphant, the
noted traveller and author, and the
philanthropist. Lord Shaftcsbtuy. Lord
Palmerston favored the recreation of a

Jewish state in Palestine, undor Brit¬
ish protection, as a means of control¬
ling the overland route to British
India, and Lord Beaconsfieltl and Lord
Salisbury inclined in tho same direc¬
tion and supported Oliphant's efforts to
secure a concession from Turkey which
would permit the foundation of an au¬

tonomous Jewish colony in Palestine.
Nor should we forget George Eliot, the
publication of whose romance, "Daniel
Deronda," in 1876 gave an enormous

impetus to the movement.
The Russian persecutions "of the Jews

in the reign of Alcxamler III gave a
further stimulus to the demand for a
Jewish State. Various pamphlets on
the subjects were published, and the
poems of Miss Emma Lazarus, written
in the United States but read the world
around, were almost Tyrtaean in theii
effect. The "Chovevi /.ion" society
started a great movement for the
founding of Jewish agricultural colo¬
nies in Palestine. Mr. Cazalet, the pro¬
moter of a Duphrates Valley railwaj
scheme, in cooperation with Laurenci
Oliphant, sought; to have a zone at each
side of that railway set apart as a re¬
fuge for Jews fleeing from Russian per¬secution. The colossal cclonizatioi
schemes of Baron Maurice ele Hirscl
are familiar to the world. Put all these
were mere forerunners of the vea
leader of Zionism.

Sought Relief
In Many Lands
This was Theodore Herzl. He wa:

a journalist and playwriter of Vienna
who at first addressed himself to tin
subject from the purely political side
In the elections of 1895 in Austria ih
Anti-Semites, or "Jew Baiters," wer
so overwhelmingly successful that h
despaired of ever securing fair pla;for his_ people while they remained i
that despotic empire. It seemed to hir
probable, that they would soon surte
the imposition of additional civil dis
abilities. To his mind, then, the on!
escape was through a new Exodus
whither, he did not at first greatly cari
so long as it was to a place where Jew-
might dwell in peace and under the:
own government. He recalled, how
ever, various former projects of Jewis
colonization which were not Zionis
Among these were those of Don JosepNasi, at Tiberias; of the Dutch We:
India Company in Curacao, of Olivi
Cromwell in Surinam, of the Frene
West Inelia Company at Cayenne, (
the famous Marshal Saxe "somewhci
in South America" with himself ¡
"King of the Jews," and of Major Mo
decai M. Xoah, of Xew York, who puchased Grand Island in the NiagaiRiver for the purpose. Consideratic
of these examples convinced him tin
they faileel largely because they el
not mean a return to Jerusalem, and 1
accordingly became a Zionist.

Dr. Herzl in the early part of 3 8¡
published in English, French and Ge
man a pamphlet entitled "The Jewh
State," which may be regarded as 1!
original gospel of Zionism. It callifor the establishment of a Jewish r
public in Palestine, under the suz
rainty of the Sultan of Turkey,whom it would pay tribute. Entifreedom of religion was to prevail, aithe holy places were to be cxtr
territorialized. Israel Zangwill, MiNordau, and other eminent men in i
parts of the world promptly approvthe plan and extensive popular su
port was given to it. Even the Suit!
Abdul the Damned, was favorable
it. The reason of this was that I
atrocities in Armenia had so incem;the world that he deemed his tenuof the throne to he in danger, and
thought that by giving the Jew-, a Cr
charter in Palestine he would pari
appease the wrath that had been kidied against him and récure power!friends. He went so far as to oil
the Jews a free charter for most
Palestine if they would use theirfluence in his behalf in Armenia. Tl
offer was made to the English Jo'
who indignantly rejected it.
The Steps That
Led to Zion
The first international Zionist C«

gross, held at Basle, in 1897, adopthis declaration of purposes:"Zionism aims at establishingthe Jewish people a publicly andgaily assured home in Palestine. 1the attainment of this purpose
congress considers the following meiserviceable :
"The promotion of the settlementJewish agriculturists, artisans ;tradesmen in Palestine.
"The federation of all Jew.-, ilocal or general groups, accordingthe laws of the various countries."The strengthening of the Jewfeeling and consciousness;"Preparatory steps for the atti

ment of those governmental grawhich are necessary for the achiement of the Zionist purpose."A People's Bank was formed, ational Fund was stinted, and a Patine Commission was organized.id rzl then, in 1901 and 1902, had cferences with Abdul Hamid, wl
came to nothing, the Damned Onefusing to do anything unloss the .1would aid him in some of his desp1 infamies. Thereupon Dr. Herzl turto the British government in questsome other territory, as near to Patine as possible, which could be itemporarily as a refuge and polittraining ground. Mr. Chamberíthen Colonial Secretary, was most spathetic, and offered the Sinaitie Iifinula for the purpose, but the docharacter of that country rendcreunsuitable. Then he offcrsd a spleirue!, of 6,000 square mil.-- n II-.brious and fertile highland olAfrica, :i mo.-i adm¡rabio site.
offer wa laid before the h innational Zionist congre al Ihin 1903, ¡nul »rovokcel bitter
troversy, many resenting it n,abandonment of tho Zionitil idea.Commission wan appointed lu iavi

gate the matter, and the next year's I crowded New York to the Southern
congress declined the offer. states of this Union, in which laudable
This latter result might not have enterprise he was aided by Jacob

been effected had it not been for the H. Schiff and the Rothschilds with
death of Dr. Ilerzl just before. HÍ3 gifts of $500,000 and $100,000 re-
nominal successor was David Wolfs- spectively.
sohn, a banker of Cologne, who was un-i With the outbreak of the great war
able to maintain his influence. A for-1 a new aspect »was given to the whole
midable schism was led by Israel matter, especially when Turkey en-
Zangwill, who organized the Jewish tprod the conflict as an ally of Ger-Territorial Association for the purpose many and British arms were conse-of carrying out the East African eiuently directed against the Moslemsscheme or of founding such a colony 'n Asia Minor. It was felt by Jewselsewhere. He was too late in East generally that the British government.Africa, however, the British govern- which above all others in Europe hadment having withdrawn its »offer, and been friendly to the Jewish cause,he then turned his attention to Cyre- could be depended upon to bring outnaica, Mesopotamia and other regions. of the conflict justice and opportur.ityAlso he formed an organization for for the long oppressed people; and thisdiverting Jewish migration from over-; feeling was triumphantly confirmed!

HATIKVOH (OUR HOPE).THE NATIONAL ZION SONG

Our Hope
(Translated by Rrbrcra A. Altmnn)

I
While yet the olden lires burn
Within each loyal Hebrew brea t,And toward the East our eyes turn,W ¡Hi Zion si ill our only quest

< 'horns
Lost is not our hope of vine,
Our olden hope ami blost:
To return to our laud once moic,Where our airea rest!

Hatikvoh
i

Kol od balluyvov pneomo
Nefei h yehoodec homi-yo
Ulefa-assay in ¡'¿roch kodcemo
A in It v.] yon ..«ii ». o,

m: '. ovdo sikvo nil noo,
llalikvoh huiino-sliono: ^
,oi hoov I'prel /. avo saynoo

I»'oar bub Duvid choiio.

when, on November Ö, 1917, the British
Foreign Minister, Arthur J. Balfour.
with the cordial approval of the BritishWar Cabinet, uttered what may be re¬
garded as the Magna Charta of the new
Jewish commonwealth :

"His majesty's government views
with favor the establishment in Pales¬
tine of a national home for the Jewish
people and will use its best endeavors
to facilitate the achievement of this
object, it being clearly understood that
nothing shall be done which may preju¬dice the civil and religious rights of
non-Jewish communities in Palestine or
the rights .and political status enjoyedby Jews in any other country,"

Many Jews Join
The British »Forces

|No other utterance of modern times
has so electrified and inspired the Jew¬
ish world as this. Particularly was
there exultation in the British govern¬
ment's recognition of the entire com¬
patibility between »he national aspira¬tions of the Jews and their loyalty to
the governments whose citizens they
now are. This recognition was seen to
be a justification of the plan, alreadyundertaken, of forming separate Jew¬
ish regiments and battalions to serve
with the British army. This latter
plan had been adopted by many Jews
early in the war.

In 1915 large numbers of Jews were
compelled to flee from Palestine to
Egypt, settling chiefly in Alexandria,and there, grateful for the protectionand championship which England af¬
forded, they purposed to band them¬
selves together for service in her army.The service wnich they could render
was quickly appreciated by General Sir
John Maxwell, the Sirdar, and he ac¬
cordingly sanctioned the formation of
the Zion Mule Corps as an auxiliary to
the British transport service. Of the
prompt efficiency of this body the com¬
mander, Colonel Patterson, soon had
occasion to speak in terms of highestpraise. "Many of the Zionists," he
said, "whom I had thought somewhat
lacking in courage showed themselves
fearless to a degree when under heavylire."

It was at Gallipoli that the Zior
Mule Corns did its service, and it wai
tho first Jewish military unit that hac
existed since the fall of Jerusalem
eighteen centuries ago. There Colone
Patterson, as related by him in "Tin
London Daily Mail," found the Jew;
as fierce fighters as even he, a fightinjIrishman, could wish. They were si
keen for actual fighting that they ob
.iected to being made mere baggagcarriers. So they were given rifle am
bayonet and converted into a fightin,unit much to their delight. The
made goad.
"They ware through the whole busi

ncss," said Colonel Patterson, "fror
the landing to the final evacuation
They were imbued with the rare ol
Maccab.an spirit. They were not fighl
e it-, but they displayed plenty of ceo
courage under conditions which woul
have upset the nerve even of Shadracl
Meshach and Abcdnego in the fier
furnace. Heavy shellfire was their cor
stant lot. I shall never forget th
coolness of one of them. He was i
charge of three mules carrying ammv.
nition to the tiring line. An enem
battery spotted the team and let fl
into it. Isaac stuck to the rein of hi
leading mule; a shell came and ble
the three of them to bits, and bymiracle he escaped. But he kept hoi
of his rein through it all, and strollc
unconcernedly into camp dragging tl
head of his oeast behind him. All tl
test was mincemeat.
"And that," continued the colonewith a eiuick smile, "is the sort of stuthe lighting Jew is made of. The*boys of mine walked straight into tl

firing line, raw soldiers though the
were, and sept to it throughout. Th;
is the spirit we expect to find in tl
new regiment I am organizing."The way will be made as smooth
possible for the men we want. Befothe Jewish regiment was mooted Jcm
as a body objected to enrolling, main
on the ground of racial and religiocustoms which enfolded them. Thfelt and no doubt rightly.that tli
could not surrender their immemori
methods of worship and food.thekosher meals, and so on. If they dthat, by becoming part of British re¡ments they would lo^e caste, life wonbecome a misery to them and deathproblem unsolvable.
"Now all these disabilities have be

removed. Officers of their own trithave been selected to lead them. Thwill be trained by specially chosen
structors who can speak Yiddish, Ibrew and Russian. Their doctors atheir nurses will be drawn from t
same class. Kosher meat will be siplied to them by kosher butchers acooked in kosher fashion. They v
get their bread just as they have
now. None of their religious obse
anees will be checked or hindered, aeven'their intellectual recreation vbe carefully considered. The campwhich they linel themselves will be siplied with a library well stocked wJewish publications and served dawith Jewish newspapers.in a wotheir mental and moral and religbequipment will see no change frtheir ordinary everyday life."As a race they will still be togcththe bond, strong as death, will not-severed. The authorities have goneendless trouble to see that all theirtraditions and ceremonials shall bespected, and it is now up to them.Jews.to come forward and showstuff they arc made of."
Valor in War
Dates Far Back
To those who have come to 1

upon the Jews chiefly as trades!and money-lenders, the militant spmay seem foreign to them and tlactive participation may be a maof surprise. For this there is re
no occasion. History, from firstlast, contains many striking illustions of the valor and prowess of Jin war. Joshua. Gideon and hDavid were great warriors, andlater years the Maccabees weresurpassed among the warriors ofworld. The military valor,, resoiand endurance of the Jews in thedefence of Jerusalem against Titus
most baffled the might of Rome itTo Americans, especially, the rtary achievements of Jews shoulefamiliar, since there has been noof this republic from the very firswhich they have not honorably ditguished themselves. Thus in 17'
corps of volunteer infantry, compchiefly of Hebrews, was forméeCharleston, S. ('., under the comnof Captain Lushington, and did gawork under Moult rie and BeauManuel Mordecai Noah, of South l
lina, was an efficient staff officer uWashington himself, and also sowith great gallantry with Kr;
Marion, the I'cdoilbtllblo ".-'-.vamp V
and in addition to his services infield gave what then seemed an
mous um of $100,000 to further
cause oi* American independence,Mordecai Shoftall was in July,appointed Commissary General ol

patriot troops in Georgia, and was
among the foremost defenders of Sa¬
vannah against the British attack
upon tha>t city in December, 1778.
Major Benjamin Nones, a Jewish na¬
tive of-Bordeaux, France, served both
Washington and Lafayette as a staff
officer, and participated actively in al¬
most every engagement. Other Revo¬
lutionary heroes of Jewish blood were
Colonel David S. Franks, of Montreal;
Solomon Bush, Emanuel de la Motte,
Benjamin Esákiel, Jason Sampson,
Colonel Jacob ele la Motte, Asher Levy,Nathaniel Levy, David Hays and his
son, Jacob Hays, whose descendants
still live on the ancestral homestead
in Westchester County, N. Y.; Reuben
Elting, Jacob I. Cohen, Major Louis
Bush, Aaron Benjamin, Joseph Bloom-
field, Moses Bloomtield, Isaac Israel
and Benjamin Moses.

Frought Through
All Wars in U. S.
Cyrus Adler relates in this connec¬

tion the following on the authority of
an unpublished letter of Jared Sparks:"At the outbreak of the RevolutionaryWar a Mr. Gomez, of New York, pro-posetV to a member of the Continental
Congress that he form a company of
soldiers for service. The member of
Congress remonstrated with Mr. Go¬
mez on the score of age, he then being
sixty-eight, to which Mr. Gomez replied
that he could stop a bullet as well as
a vounger soldier."
The War of 1812 also saw the patri¬

otic activity of many Hebrews. One of
the most distinguished officers of the
American army was Brigadier General
Joseph Bloomiield, while the names of
Colonels Nathan Myers and Samuel
Noah, Captains Meyer Moses and Ju-
dah Tones, Lieutenants Isaac Mertz,
Benjamin Gratz and David Metzler and

THE LEADER IN WAR

Lieutenant Colonel Patterson, of the
British Army, who commands the
Jewish regiment in the field

Adjutant Isaac Myers also adorn theroll of honor of that war.
In the Mexican War Jewish soldiers»nd officers were numerous and con¬spicuous, among them General Davidie Leon, Surgeon General Moses AlbertLevy, Colonel Leon Dyer, Quartermas¬ter General under General Scott; Lieu¬tenant Henry Seligman, who was com¬plimented by General Taylor himselffor his conspicuous bravery at Mon¬terey; Major Alfred Moreiecai, Ser¬jeant Samuel Henry and Corporal Ja-:ob Herschhorn.
Major Alfred Moreiecai was recog¬nized ai a high .authority in the mili¬tary world, in the field of scientificresearch, and his son and namesake

was an instructor at West Point and
un inspector of ordnance, holding therank of colonel and attached to theBureau of Ordnance at. Washington.Commodore Uriah Phillips Levy atthe time of his death, in 1862, was thehighest ranking officer (flag officer) inthe United States navy.In the Civil War many Jewish sol-liers served in both the Federal andConfederate armies. Meyer Asch, Na¬than D. Menken and Louis 11. Mayer-.erved on the staff of General Popemel Dr. Morris J. Asch on that of Gen¬eral Sheridan. Major Lully. a veteranjf Louis Kossuth's staff in the Hunga¬rian revolution, was a valued and effi¬cient attache; of the War Department.Captain Dessauer, who was killed iniction at Chancellorsville, and NewmanBorchard were: on the staff of GeneralHoward. Max Cornheim and M. Szeg-ley were on the staff of General Franz;igeL
Fhc Confederates
liad a Share of Them
To the Confederate service North'arolina sent six Cohen brothers;South Carolina live- Moses brothers;Georgia, Raphael Moses and his three

ions; Arkansas, three Cohen brothers;Virginia and Louisiana each three Levyirothers; Ge'orgia, two Goldsmiths amiSouth Carolina one, and Mississippi livelonas brothers. Juelah P. Benjamin
.vas one of the foremost members ofhe Confederate Cabinet.AmonÄ other Hebrew officers who-auied distinction in the Federal ser¬vice were Frederic Knefler, who wasnade major general of volunteers forneritorioua services in the great battleif Chicknmtutga; Edward S Solomon,.olonel of the K'.lil Illinois VolunteersInfantry), who fought at ChatlanooRa,Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge,

Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg, and
was brevcttcd brigadier general forhis gallant services; Leopold Blu ibwho~ organized the 5th Marylandfantry) Regiment and was its major,who was brevcttcd brigadier gernand who received in action at Antietam
a wound which ultimately caused hisdeath in 1876; Philip J. Joachim on,who organized the 59th New York Regi-ment, went to the front as its colonel,and was brevcttcd brigadier genera!,and Colonel Marcus M. Spiegel of the120th Ohio Infantry.
The State of New York alone fui-nished to the Union armies no fewerthan 1,996 Jewish soldiers; among themfive Wenck brothers, the Feder hro-

thers, and Colonel Simon Levy and ins
three sons. Ohio furnished 1,004,
among them three Koch brothers.
Pennsylvania's quota was CL7, includ¬ing three Emanuel brothers. Although
at that time there were reckoned to be
only about 100,000 Jews in the entire
country, North and South, no fewer

¦than 7,861 Jewish soldiers served in
the two armies, or more than 5 percent of the entire Jewish population.
lew was First
Victim at Manila

In the Spanish War more than f.opi)Jewish soldiers served. The first1 manto volunteer was a Jew, SergeantMaurice Justh, of the 1st CaliforniaVolunteers, a regiment which num¬bered 100 Jews and which was con¬spicuous in the capture of Manila. Thefirst man killed in action was also aJew. So eager were Hebrews to pro', otheir devotion to the government thatin New York alone 5,000 offered tlservices to the Governor, throughNathan Straus. Colonel Roosevelt hadeclared that the seven Jewish mem¬bers of his famous Rough Rieléis regi¬ment displayed the most astonishingcourage. One of them, it may be noted,became a lieutenant. The Astor Bat¬tery, too, numbered ten Jews among i'sninety-nine members. Among thosewho went down to death on tho ill-fated Maine were fifteen Jews.With these antecedents there needbe no cause for wonder at the militantspirit of the Jews in the present war,or that in response to earnest reqthe following welcome mes-age wasrecently sent to the Jews of New Yorkby the British recruiting officer in thiscity. Major C. Brooman White:
"I have the »honor to inform youthat we can take and enlist into t!British army.provided they pass ourmedical board--British subjects andfriendly aliens; by that I mean thenationals of our allies.excludingcitizens of the L'nited States. Jew¬ish recruits will be placed in theJewish Battalion of the MiddleRegiment of the British army, whichunit is composed entirely of He¬brews.bears the shield of David asits insignia and will be given all thetoleration necessary for the practiceof the Jewish faith and is enlistedfor service in the near East -Pales¬tine and the adjacent countries."We are anxious to obtain as: main-recruits for this unit as possiland I would appreciate? you endeavor¬ing to assist me in this worthy work.Pay and allowances will be atusual British army rates -recruitsbeing returned to this country, ifthey so desire, within six mouths ofthe termination of hostilities.''That message was addressed person¬ally to Joseph L. Cohen, who Was thefirst recruit to be enrolled under thafcall. Mr. Cohen was a graduate ofCambridge and a Fellow of ColumbiaUniversity, who had lived in tin's cityfor about four years and had been ofmuch assistance to .Major BroomanWhite and other recruiting officersthroughout the country. He said ofhimself and his fellow volunteers:"They will go as the standardbearers of a race that after morethan 2,500 years of exile and oppres¬sion has for the first time an oppor¬tunity of acting as a national urn'

among the nations of the world. Tothem is granted the unique privilegeof fighting both for the liberation ofthe world and for their race. Col¬lege men and laborers are joined to¬gether by a passionate hope that hasnot died despite centuries of defeat.Now that hope may be realized."In a few days some 250 young menwill leave America. The date is sig¬nificant. It is a day on which theJews of America will he ir the first
trumpet blast of the Messiah in theirmitist. These young men, who havegiven up everything for an idea! and
an eventual grea.er gain, will be in
a certain sense pioneers. They will
prepare the way for thousands to fol¬low."
Volunteers Wear
The Star of David

Flach Jewish volunteer wears a bras¬sard on his right arm bearing the six-pointed star of David, with tho word"Zion" in the centre, and above it thelegend in Hebrew characters "JewishBattalion." The colors are blue andwhite, which are also the colors ofthe Jewish flag. That flag, which willbo borne by the battalion on the fieldsof Palestine ami will presently take it"
place» among the sovereign nationalstandards of the world, consists ot
three broad white» stripe-- n:id two nar¬
row blue Stripes, longitudinal, with the
blue star of David in the centre.Will the Jews of America, their lead¬
ers now ask, joyousiy accept the rarest
chance that history offers them, or not"
"Whatever pride of race and loyo for
a homeland of our own we have is now
put. to the test. Palestine lies waiting
for the glad footfall of her returning
son?. To he(»a member <^ the Jewis«
battalion is to held a weighty and sa¬
cred trust. As a loading Jewish jour-
pal writes about the first men v
listed in the Jewish battalion: 'Tho»
are the finest and noble--' Son <.! eu?
race. 1 lies are our modera M-
before whom we can only stand wi I
bowed heads, and let our warmest low
deepest, admiration and Cods t'U'i*»"*
follow in their putb,' "


